
department the case comes. On page 146, we are advised to apply
iced water immediately to the part, after which, Goulard's cerate, lime
water and oil, cotton wool, &c, are recommended. On page 315, we
are told that " all remedies that relieve the pain are objectionable:
most, remedies that increase it, are so far useful." Hence we should
avoid iced water, but apply oil of turpentine, alcohol, or a solution
of lunar caustic, or hot water may be substituted, if nearer at hand.
On page 379, the directions are to bathe the part in heated vinegar,
and afterward apply a liniment composed of oil of turpentine and ba-
silicon cerate, &c. No mention is made of the mucilage of gum Ara-
bic, one of the safest and best applications that can be made to burns
and scalds.

We looked in vain, under the head of resuscitation from drowning,
&c, for some mention of Dr. Marshall nail's method ; on the contra-
ry, the old-fashioned treatment is recommended, in all its details. It
is a grave fault in a new book that it should contain no allusion to so

simple, philosophical and successful a means of restoring life in cases
of suspended animation, whether in cases of, drowning, hanging, suf-
focation, or parturition. We may observe, by the way, that the words
drowning, hanging, asphyxia, suffocation, are not to be found in the in-
dex, where one would naturally look for them in emergencies.

There is nothing so disagreeable to us as to have to find fault with
a new book. We wish Dr. Smith had written an original work, in-
stead of compiling from old ones. We are confident that by so doing
he would have supplied what has been so long needed—plain, short,
modern directions for the treatment of diseases and accidents in cases
where the services of a medical man cannot be obtained ; such a book,
for instance, as Dr. Parker's "Hand-book for Mothers." He does
himself injustice in allowing his name to be put on the title-page of a

compilation which, we are compelled to say, is behind the age.
The "Compendium" may be had of Ticknor & Co., in Boston.

A Practical Treatise on the Diseases of Children. By J. Forsyth Meigs,
M.D., &c. Third Edition, carefully revised. Philadelphia: Lind-
say & Blakiston. 1858. 8vo. pp. 724.
This work is mainly founded upon the author's recorded experience

in 1180 cases which have occurred in his private practice. The se-
cond edition was increased by large additions, and improved by the
re-writing of several articles on important subjects ; the present one
has been carefully revised, and differs from the last chiefly by the in-
corporation of the experience which Dr. Meigs has obtained during
the interval of more than three years which has elapsed between the
two publications.

We have examined the work with some care, and are glad to be
able to recommend it as an excellent practical treatise on children's
diseases. We would especially commend the introductory essay on
the clinical examination of children, a subject which, notwithstanding
its importance, is much neglected by writers on this branch of medi-
cine. Every practitioner must often be painfully aware of the difficul-
ties in the way of an examination of these young subjects, who are una-
ble to give an account of their sensations, and whose fears at the ma-

nipulations and even at the presence of a stranger, enhanced as they
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are by the state of their bodily health, often embarrass the practition-
er, and in some instances render a satisfactory conclusion impossible.
Unless the physician be naturally fond of children, and be endowed
with a considerable share of patience and tact, he must often be baf-
fled in his endeavors to make out his diagnosis, and his treatment must
be to some extent the result of conjecture ; but we think that no one
can read the admirable remarks of Dr. Meigs without feeling that he
is prepared to meet these difficulties with more confidence than before.

Although the author constantly refers to his own experience in his
descriptions of disease and the effects of remedies, he also makes ex-

tensive reference to the works of all the most eminent writers on these
subjects, always selecting what is most valuable, and rejecting mere

theoretical discussions. In the department of treatment, the work is
peculiarly valuable and comprehensive. As an example of this, we

refer to the subject of the treatment of scarlatina, embracing twenty-
seven pages, contrasting in this respect with Dr. West's treatise, in
which scarcely three pages are devoted to this important topic.

We regret that the author's engagements have not allowed him to
introduce a few subjects of interest into the work. Among them
is that of hsemorrhage from the navel in new-born infants, which, from
its frequency and fatality, claims the attention of every writer on chil-
dren's diseases, and which has been strangely neglected by most au-

thors, Dr. Condie being the only one, so far as we know, who has
devoted any considerable space to it. This omission, however, is of
the less importance, as an ample report will be made to the American
Medical Association, probably at its next annual meeting, by Dr. J.
Foster Jenkins, of Yonkers, N. Y., and which, we have reason to be-
lieve, will be the most extensive and valuable paper which has ever

appeared on this obscure malady.
In conclusion, we cordially recommend Dr. Meigs's work as one of

the best with which we are acquainted on the subject of the Dis-
eases of Children.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, JANUARY 14, 1858

NEW THEORY OF UTERINE DEVELOPMENT.
At a late meeting of the Boston Society for Medical Improvement,

an interesting paper was read on the subject of " The Influence of the
Placenta upon the Development of the Uterus during Pregnancy," by
Dr. William: Read. As Dr. Read's paper is too long for insertion in
the Journal, we have thought that a sketch of his views might not be
uninteresting to our readers.

The theory of uterine development as recognized at the present
day, is, that the uterus begins to develop, in consequence of preg-
nancy, at the fundus—next, the body is implicated, then the cervical
portion, and finally the cervix itself; that this development goes on in
the fundus exclusively for five or six or seven months, or even longer,
and that after this time, the increase of its capacity is gained at the

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY on September 15, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


